CHAPTER V
VERY soon after this conversation I was appointed to the Governorship of Madras, and it was, as I have already stated, just after my arrival there that I received the last volume of the Origines du Christianisme. This then may be the fitting place to say a little about that work, for upon its seven volumes and on the five which lead up to it, three of which were published and the two others practically finished before Renan died, will rest the main edifice of his fame. The numerous other works which I have noticed, and some others which I have still to notice, important as nearly all of them are, seem to me, so to speak, only de-pen dances of the huge central building.
Of the first volume, that is of the Vie de Jesus, I need say little. Every one has read it who takes any interest in the religious thought of our time, save persons who, being persuaded that